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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE )

Subsequent to the passage of the Kansas-Nebraska Act in 1854,
organizations were formed in New England to encourage and assist
the emigration to Kansas of people opposed to the expansion of
slavery. The New England -Emigrant Aid Association sent Charles H.
Brangcomb and Charles Robinson (later the first governor of the
state) to locate a suitable site for a settlement. They were soon
followed by the first group of 29 settlers who arrived at the
present location of Lawrence on August 1, 1854, and camped on a hill
which they named Mount Oread after a seminary in Massachusetts. (It
was on this site that the University of Kansas was later established.)
After a day or two the group moved on to the town site and pitched
their tents on what is now the west side of Massachusetts street.
After the arrival of a second group of 114 in September, the two
groups united and organized a town association on Septenber 18,
taking the name of their new city from Amos A. Lawrence, one of the
trustees of the Emigrant Aid Association.

A. D. Searle started to survey the town site on September 25.
Trustees were selected on October 9 to guide the affairs of the Lawrence
Association, and on October 17 the members of the association drew
for city lots. Construction of simple buildings began immediately
thereafter.

Lawrence was the main center of Free State thinking and leader-
ship in Kansas Territory, and as such it was often the focal point
for the hatreds and viclence of Proslavery settlers and Missour:i
"Border Ruffians.” The city and its inhabitants were several tines
threatened with destruction and death by besieging forces of irregulars.
The government of the territory was controlled by the Proslavery
aelement and created all possible hardships for the Free State people
in Lawrence. On May 1, 1856, a Proslavery force burned a number of
buildings, destroyed the printing presses of Free State publications
and plundered the town.

Perhaps the most infamous event in the history of Lawrence was
the raid by Quantrill's guerillas on August 21, 1863. The citizens of
Lawrence were caught off guard and generally without the means at
hand to defend themselvesg. Approximately 143 people were murdered
and another 30 sericusly wounded. The raiders, according to survivors'
accounts, passed by those who offered armed resistance and claimed
the defenseless for their victims. Almost the entire business district

T




[7. BESCRIPTION

‘ - {Check One) }
] Excellent @ Good I Fair [7} Deterioroted {7 Ruins - [ Unesposad
CONDITION (Check One) ) " {Check One) .
) f}i} Altered ] Uneltered 7] Moved {X] Originel Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {if known} PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The ©ld West Lawrence Historic District encompasses all or parts of
12 c¢ity blocks near the center of Lawrence, Kansas. The major portion
of the district lies in six city blocks bordered on the north by Sixth
street, on the east by Tennessee, on the south by Eighth sﬁreet and on )
the west by Indiana. Included in this residential neighborhood are about
50 residential structures of distinction. : :

The houses in the district reflect the distinctive characteristics
of late 1%th century Kansas architecture. A mixture of styles typical
of this era in Kansas history as well as a cross section of building
materials in common use can be found in the district. The districk
contains a significant and very distinguishable blending of stvle, form,
character ‘and construction. Examples of Victorian style, Eclectic assem-
blages, Italianate Renaissance style, and simple utilitarian. Frontier
architecture exist in’ peaceful coexistence in this area. Building materials
range from massive stone masonry through brick construction to wood framing
replete with intricate pattern and scroll designs embellishing stately
two and three story mensions. Magnificent porches, soaring towers and
bay windows typical of the period of construction are visible avery=
where. ‘

The fine structures are further enhanced by understanding site
development and landscaping, establishing a dignity not readily found in
today's residential communities. The close proximity of so many impox-
tant houses and the fine care they have received make this district out-
standing.

Restoration and preservation of many of the buildings, notably by
their owners, has helped to revive interest in the district's potential
by showing both the financial feasibility' and the arthitectural merit of
such improvements. There has been virtually no unsympathetic renovation.

Concern for the integrity 6f the district recently ingpired the area
residents to petition the c¢ity not to replace their original brick paved
streets with' modern concrete,”

This district is the most unique collection of period residences
in Kansas and by virtue of its breadth of architectural styles and building
materials becomes a significant segment in the architectural heritage of
the state.
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Loz, The boundaries of the 0ld West Lawrence Historic District are as

i follows:

From the midpoint of the intersection of Tennessee and Sixth
streets, the boundary runs south down the center of Tennessee street
tc a point about 392 feet south of the midpoint of the Eighth street
intersection, then west to the alley west of Tennessee and north
up the center of the alley to the middle of Eighth street, then
one-half block west to the midpoint of the Eighth street-Ohio
street intersection and south down Ohio about 140 feet, then west
to the alley west of OChioc street and south down the alley about 85
feet, then west to the center of Louisiana street and north 85
feet, then west one and one-half blocks to the center of the alley
west of Indiana street (which is the southwest corner of the district),
then north up the center of the alley approximately two blocks to
: a point about 100 feet south of the east-west alley, then east
» across Indiana to the next alley, north to the center of Sixth
! street, and east two and one-half blocks to the beginning point.

8. was locted and burned to the ground. Nearly 100 homes were destroyed
and most of the others were looted. Slowly the grief-stricken
survivors came to grips with the situation and began to clean up

and rebuild. Indicative of their spirit was the attitude reflected

: in a sign on a harness shop: "Established 185%5; stood the drought

! of 1860; totally destroyed in 1863; defies all competition in 1864."

The end of the Civil War brought new settlers, economic recov-
ery and a building boom. At the time of Quantrill's raid the main
i residential area was east of Massachusetts street. After the war an
area west of Massachusetts became the fashionable part of town where
many of the prominent and prospercus built their large homes. The
neighborhood now designated as the 0ld West Lawrence Historic
District was included in this post Civil War residential develop-
ment and is the only part of it which has withstood the encroach-
ments of business, university and multiple family housing.

Although all of what is now the 0ld West Lawrence Historic
District was included in the October,; 1854, survey map of Lawrence
City by A. D. Searle, not all of the district was in the original
Lawrence townsite. Official plat maps show that several blocks are
in Lane's Pirst Addition. James Lane was one of the prominent Free
State leaders in Lawrence and one of the first two United States
senators from Kansas. Through the use of political influence Lane
was able to acquire the land adjoining the original townsite on the
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west. He had a previously granted patent invalidated and then claimed
the land for himself. (Lane shot and killed Gaius Jenkins on June 3,
1858, in a dispute over this claim.) Lane's First Addition was
developed as the city expanded westward after the Civil wWar.

The great majority of the homes in the 0Old West Lawrence Historic
District were erected between 1870 and 1920, although examples can
be found outside both dates. Several of the stone houses in the
Vernacular style were built in the early 1860's, and at least one--
646 Louisiana--was burned by Quantrill's raiders and later rebuilt.
Predominant in the district are the frame or brick Italianate homes
of the late 1860's and 1870's. Many of the homes built at the end
of the 19th century are large pretentious structures in the Victorian
Barogue style. Although houses of later construction can be found
in the district, they blend into the neighborhood and do not detract
from the atmosphere created by the older, more ornate homes.

The homeowners of this neighborhood take pride in their fine
©old homes and have united to form the 01d West Lawrence Association.
Street signs have been placed identifying the area as 01d West Lawrence.
(The area thus identified is larger than the historic district; the
boundaries of the district were drawn after careful on-the-scene
study showed that the organization included a number of bleoccks which
had some modern commercial buildings and other structures out of
keeping with the general atmosphere of a historic residential district.)
One of the primary purposes of the association is to bleck attempts
fostered by various commercial interests to change the city zoning
ordinances to permit business and apartment development in the neigh-
borhood.

The 0ld West Lawrence Historic District is important to the
heritage of the city of Lawrence and the state of Xansas. Architec-
turally, this neighborhood demonstrates the development and transi-
tion of Kansas residential styles from the 1860's to the early 20th
century. No other neighborhood in the state has vet been identi-
fied where such a large number of 19th century homes still stand
in excellent condition and without detrimental encroachments by
businesses and modern housing developments.

Cordley, Richard, A History of Lawrence, Kansas {Lawrence, Lawrence
Journal Press, 189%), ‘

Crafton, Allen, Free State Portress (Lawrence, The World Co., 1954).

Frontier of Freedom: A Story of Lawrence (Lawrence, The World Co.,
1955y . :

Gladstone, Thomas H., Kansas; or Sgquatter Life and Border Warfare in

the Far West (London, G. Routledge and Co., 1857), pp. 20-36.
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tional Bistoric Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
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in the National Register and certify that it has been

evaluated according to the briterik and procedures set

forth by ihe National Park Service.
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4y d ; ; ;
Ihe recommende Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic FPreservation

National {T} State (X Leocal [}
e et T o
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pae  November 30, 1971 Date S

338

$NOtLDONY LS NI




Form 10.3000 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR ) STATE
(Duc. 1968) _ NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Kansas

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES couNTY

D
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM ouglas
FOR NFS USE ONLY
(Continuation Sheetj NO. 3 ENTRY MotBER DATE
tNumber all ontries) -
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DOUGLAS COUNTY

OLD WEST LAWRENCE HIST. DiST. 045-3010-0028

600 Indiana | 045-3010-0429%*
601 Indiana 045-3010-0524%* NC.
612 Indiana 045-3010-0428%* NC
615 Indiana 045-3010-0525%*
617 Indiana 045-3010-0527%*
620 Indiana 045-3010-0048
622 Indiana 045-3010-0426
623 Indiana 045-3010-0528
625 Indiana 045-3010-0529
630 Indiana 045-3010-0425

633 Indiana (Lanning House) 045-3010-0054
634 Indiana 1045-3010-0424 NC
637 Indiana 045-3010-0531

638 Indiana 045-3010-0532 NC
640 Indiana -045-3010-0533 NC
643 Indiana (Clark House) 045-3010-0053
646 Indiana 045-3010-0536 NC
700 Indiana 045-3010-0447
703 Indiana 045-3010-0562 NC
704 Indiana 045-3010-0036
710 Indiana 045-3010-0039

711 Indiana (Van Vleck House)

045-3010-0052

718 Indiana 045-3010-0444 NC
720 Indiana 045-3010-0443
721 Indiana 045-3010-0564 NC
724 Indiana 045-3010-0038
728 Indiana 045-3010-0441
734 Indiana (Dodd House) 045-3010-0051
737 Indiana 045-3010-0034

742 Tndiana (J.S. McKay House)

045-3010-0050

743 Indiana 045-3010-0566
746 Indiana 045-3010-0438
800 Indiana 045-3010-0537

801 Indiana (Anderson House)

045-3010-0071

808 Indiana - 045-3010-0538**
809 Indiana 045-3010-0035%*
812 Indiana 045-3010-0539**
815 Indiana 045-3010-0570**
816-818 Indiana 045-3010-0540%* NC
817-8171/2 Indiana 045-3010-0571** NC
820 Indiana 045-3010-0541 **

** OLD WEST LAWRENCE RESURVEY AREA, NOT ON NR



OLD WEST LAWRENCE HIS . ORIC DISTRICT

821 Indiana
824 Indiana
825 Indiana
828 Indiana
829 Indiana
833 Indiana
836 Indiana
837 Indiana
846 Indiana
847 Indiana

600 Ohio _
603 Ohio (Godwin House)
610 Ohio

615 Ohio (Phillip Reed House)

618 Ohio

620 Ohio

622 Ohio

625 Ohio

626 Ohio .
627 Ohio (Wyatt House)
630 Ohio

631 Ohio

636 Ohio

637 Ohio

638 Ohio

640 Ohio

641 Ohio
645-645 1/2 Ohio
646 Ohio

700 Ohio

701 Ohio

704 Ohio

705 Ghio

708 Chio

709 Ohio

712 Chio

717 Ohio (Waid Apartments)
718 Ohio

720 Ohio

721 Ohio

725 Ohio

726 Ohio -

728 Ohio

729 Ohio

735 Ohio

738 Chio

045-3010-0572%*

045-3010-0542%* NC
045-3010-0573** NC
045-3010-0543** NC
045-3010-0574**NC
045-3010-0575*% NC
045-3010-0544** NC
045-3010-0576**

045-3010-0545%* NC
045-3010-0577** NC

045-3010-0041
045-3010-0019
045-3010-0671
045-3010-0065
045-3010-0673

1045-3010-0674

045-3010-0675
045-3010-0676
045-3010-0677
045-3010-0066
045-3010-0678
045-3010-0501
045-3010-0679
045-3010-0502
045-3010-0680
045-3010-0681
045-3010-0503
045-3010-0504
045-3010-0682 NC
045-3010-0683
045-3010-0505
045-3010-0684
045-3010-0506
045-3010-0685
045-3010-0507
045-3010-0686 NC
045-3010-0068
045-3010-0087
045-3010-0033
045-3010-0509
045-3010-0510
045-3010-0589 NC
045-3010-0727
045-3010-0511
045-3010-0512
045-3010-0731 NC

** OLD WEST LAWRENCE RESURVEY AREA, NOT ON NR
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OLD WEST LAWRENCE Hl» : ORIC DISTRICT

739 Ohio

740 Ohio

742 Ohio

745 Ohio (Bess Stone Activity Center )
746 Ohio

800 Ohio

805 Ohio (Ragle House)
806 Ohio |
809-811 Ohio

812 Ohio

815-817 Ohio

816 Ohio

819 Ohio

820 Ohio

821 Ohio

824 Ohio

825 Ohio

828 Ohio

829 Ohio

830 Ohio

832 Ohio

833 Ohio

- 847 Ohio

600 Louisiana (Seaver House)

601 Louisiana (Town Manor Apartments )
607 Louisiana

608 Louisiana

612 Louisiana

615 Louisiana (R. Johnston House)
620 Louisiana

621 Louisiana

624 Louisiana

627 Louisiana

628 Louisiana

631 Louisiana

638 Louisiana (Johnson House)
641 Louisiana

642 Louisiana .

646 Louisiana

701 Louisiana (Funk House )

702 Louisiana (Shumway House )
712 Louisiana

713 Louisiana {Pozdo House )

716 Louisiana

720 Louisiana

723 Louisiana (Lewis House )

045-3010-0513
045-3010-06590
045-3010-0032
045-3010-0067
045-3010-0692
045-3010-0693
045-3010-0014
045-3010-0694** NC-
045-3010-0516** NC
045-3010-0695** NC
045-3010-0517**% NC
045-3010-0696%* NC
045-3010-0518 **NC
045-3010-0697** NC
045-3010-0519**
045-3010-0698**
045-3010-0520**
045-3010-0699 **NC
045-3010-0418**
045-3010-0700**

-045-3010-0701**

045-3010-0419** NC
045-3010-0420 **NC

045-3010-0042
045-3010-0029
045-3010-0468
045-3010-0469
045-3010-0470
045-3010-0064
045-3010-0472
045-3010-0473
045-3010-0474
045-3010-0475
045-3010-0477
045-3010-0479
045-3010-0063
045-3010-0481 NC
045-3010-0482
045-3010-0483 NC
045-3010-0016
045-3010-0061
045-3010-0486
045-3010-0015
045-3010-0487
045-3010-0488
045-3010-0005

** OLD WEST LAWRENCE RESURVEY AREA, NOT ON NR



OLD WEST LAWRENCE HiIS1URIC DISTICT

726 Louisiana

731 Louisiana (Bonner House)

736 Louisiana
740 Louisiana
743 Louisiana
746 Louisiana
800 Louisiana
801 Louisiana
804 Louisiana
809 Louisiana

812 Louisiana (Apartments )

813 Louisiana
817 Louisiana
818 Louisiana
820 Louisiana
821 Louisiana
824 Louisiana
825 Louisiana
828 Louisiana
831 Louisiana
832 Louisiana
835 Louisiana
838 Louisiana
841 Louisiana
842 Louisiana

603 Tennessee (Dr. Kimbrough House)
615 Tennessee (Wickberg House )

621 Tennessee
637 Tennessee

639 Tennessee (M.M. Penny House)
641-645 Tennessee (Penny House)

701 Tennessee
705 Tennessee
707 Tennessee
715 Tennessce
721 Tennesses
727 Tennessee
731 Tennessee
733 Tennessee
741 Tennessee
745 Tennessee

801 Tennessee (Rankin House )

815 Tennessee
817 Tennessee
821 Tennessee
827 Tennessee

** OLD WEST LAWRENCE RESURVEY AREA, NOT ONNR

045-3010-0043
045-3010-0062
045-3010-0490
045-3010-0491
045-3010-0012
045-3010-0492
045-3010-0493 NC
045-3010-0448
045-3010-0494
045-3010-0449 **
045-3010-0030
045-3010-0450 **
045-3010-0451 NC **
045-3010-0496 NC **
045-3010-0497 **
045-3010-0452 **

045-3010-0498 NC **

045-3010-0453 **
045-3010-0499 **
045-3010-0454 NC **

" 045-3010-0423 **

045-3010-0455 **
045-3010-0421 **
045-3010-0456 NC **
045-3010-0422 NC **

045-3010-0040
045-3010-0011
045-3010-0715
045-3010-0037
045-3010-0069
045-3010-0009
045-3010-0720
045-3010-0721
045-3010-0722
045-3010-0723
045-3010-0724
045-3010-0726
045-3010-0729
045-3010-0730
045-3010-0732
045-3010-0733
045-3010-0070
045-3010-0736
045-3010-0737
045-3010-0738
045-3010-0740

A
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OLD WEST LAWRENCE HISTORIC DISTRICT

831 Tennessee
833 Tennessee
837-839 Tennessee
847 Tennessee

601-601 ¥ Mississippi

615 Mississippi
621 Mississippi
631 Mississippi
632 Mississippi
636 Mississippi
639 Mississippi
644 Mississippi
645 Mississippl
700 Mississippi
705 Mississippi
708 Mississippi
709 Mississippi
711 Mississippl
714 Mississippi
716 Mississippi
717 Mississippi
720 Mississippi
721 Mississippi
725 Mississippi
726 Mississippi
730 Mississippi
733 Mississippi
734 Mississippl
736 Mississippi
739-741 Mississippi
740 Mississippi
746 Mississippi
800-802 Mississippi
801 Mississippi
805 Mississippi
808 Mississippi
812 Mississippi
815 Mississippi
816 Mississippi
817 Mississippi
820 Mississippi
821 Mississippi
824 Mississippi
827 Mississippi
828 Mississippi

045-3010-0741%*
045-3010-0742%*
045-3010-0743** NC
045-3010-0744**NC

045-3010-0591**
045-3010-0594**
045-3010-0597%*
045-3010-0599%*NC
045-3010-0600%*
045-3010-0601**
045-3010-0602**
045-3010-0603**
045-3010-0604**
045-3010-0605%*

045-3010-0606**NC

045-3010-0607**
045-3010-0608**
045-3010-0609**
045-3010-0611%*
045-3010-0612%*
045-3010-0613+%*
045-3010-0614%*
045-3010-0615**
045-3010-0616**NC
045-3010-0617*%
045-3010-0619**NC
045-3010-0620%*
045-3010-0622%*
045-3010-0625**NC
045-3010-0623**NC
045-3010-0624**
045-3010-0626**
045-3010-0627**NC
045-3010-0628**
045-3010-0629**
045-3010-0630**
045-3010-0631%*
045-3010-0632**NC
045-3010-0633**
045-3010-0634%*
045-3010-0635%*
045-3010-0636**
045-3010-0637**NC
045-3010-0638%*
045-3010-0639**NC

** OLD WEST LAWRENCE RESURVEY AREA, NOT ON NR



OLD WEST LAWRENCE HISTORIC DISTRICT

829 Mississippl
839 Mississippi
845 Mississippl

615 W 8th

411 W 6th
800-802 W 8th
708 W 9th
715 W 8th

045-3010-0640%*
045-3010-0641**
045-3010-0642**NC

045-3010-0550

045-3010-0553*%
045-3010-0560**NC
045-3010-0561**NC
045-3010-0559**

** OLD WEST LAWRENCE RESURVEY AREA, NOT ONNR




Boundaries for Old West Lawrence Historic District
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